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 Bangkok Global Law 

COVID-19 

The Government Policy with the purpose to aid 

people in the second wave of Covid-19 Outbreak  

To ease people’s financial burden during the second 

wave of the COVID-19 outbreak in Thailand, the 

cabinet approved the relief measures as set forth below: 

1. On 20 January 2021, the Cabinet approved two 

monthly payments of 3,500 baht for “We 

Win” scheme as proposed by the Ministry of 

Finance to approximately 31.1 million people. 

The payment will be provided from February 

to March 2021 through the application “Purse”. 

This measure has been designed to ease people 

financially such as cost of living expenses, 

during the second wave of Covid-19 Outbreak.  

 

Eligible persons including but not limited to 

informal workers, freelancers, farmers and 

state welfare card holders and others who are 

not covered by the social security system (with 

less than 500,000 baht in savings account) will 

be able to register via www.on we win on 29 

January 2021.While, public official, state 

enterprises, high income persons and 

employees  under social security system are 

not allowed to benefit from  this measure and  

are not allowed to receive the payment under 

this scheme . 

 

2. The third phase of “half-half co-payment” 

will open for registration on 25 January 2021 

to those who missed out earlier which has a 

quota of 15 million.   

 

3. The bills on electricity and household water 

will be reduced for February and March 2021 

for each household with electricity 

consumption up to 150 units a month will get 

the first 90 units for free and there will also be 

discounts for those using more than 150 units 

a month. 

 

Water charges for households and small 

businesses will be cut by 10% for February and 

March 2021, excluding state agencies and state 

enterprises. A budget of about nine billion Baht 

would be required to subsidize those 

reductions. 

 

4. The Ministry of Digital Economy and Society 

(“DES”) and the National Broadcasting and 

Telecommunications Commission will ask 

internet service providers to consider reducing 

household bills, boost internet speeds to 

support those working from home, and provide 

free downloads of the “Mor Chana” 

(“Doctors Win”)  position-tracking app for 

three months. 

 

5. Soft loans will boost cash flow for eligible 

people and businesses at a cost to the 

government of 200 billion baht. 

 

6. The Government Savings Bank had agreed to 

lend 10,000-50,000 baht to each debtor, at 

interest rates of just 0.1-0.35% a month, the 

government insisted that the they had enough 

money to support the new Covid-related 

financial measures. About 470 billion baht 

remained from the Finance Ministry's one-

trillion-baht budget to cope with the impact of 

Covid-19, and about 130 billion baht from the 

government's contingency fund could also be 

used for this purpose. 

 

7. Meanwhile, the Commerce Ministry will work 

with the Interior Ministry and the Industry 

Ministry to ensure enough personal protective 

equipment but face masks and hand sanitizers 

are always provided at high-risk areas, says the 
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National Economic and Social Development 

Council (NESDC). 

 

8. Measures will also be in place to support 

business operators to use their factories as 

quarantine facilities for workers, particularly in 

the five maximum control provinces of Samut 

Sakhon, Chon Buri, Rayong, Chanthaburi and 

Trat. 

 

9. Thai tourists who have made hotel bookings 

for February and March 2021 under the Rao 

Tiew Duay Kan (We Travel Together) co-

payment scheme will also be allowed to 

postpone their reservations until April 2021. 

 

10. The co-payment scheme, We Travel Together 

programme, the Moral Support campaign 

allowed 1.2 million health volunteers and 

officials of sub-district hospitals to travel with 

a 2,000-baht budget per tourist, and the 

measure to pay compensation to workers left 

unemployed due to Covid-19 pandamic. 

 

11. Reduction of employee contribution to the 

Social Security Fund 

The cabinet approved the deduction in the 

Social Security Fund contribution rate for 

employee under Section 33 of the Social 

Security Act from February 2021 to March 

2021. 

The reduced rate is equal to 0.5% of 

employee’s salaries. 

 

12. Exemption of the annual fee for spa and 

massage business 

The COVID-19 have had a negative effect on 

tourist and hotel industries, the cabinet also has 

passed its resolution to give an exemption of 

the annual 1,000 Baht fee for spa and the 

annual 500 Baht fee for massage business. 

 

 

VISA 

Thailand has listed many countries/territories in 

visa exemption scheme 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs or the MoF has made 

a temporary extension on tourist visa exemption 

scheme from 30 days to 45 days to many countries and 

territories, in effect from 22 December 2020 to 30 

September 2021. The passport holders of the countries 

or territories specified in the scheme are not required to 

obtain visa when entering Thailand for tourism 

purposes and will be allowed to stay in Thailand for a 

period not exceeding 45 days. The 45 days period 

includes 14-day quarantine. However, every passport 

holder, regardless of the nationality, entering into 

Thailand is required to obtain the Certificate of Entry 

(CoE) and is subject to a 14-day alternative state 

quarantine.  

As updated on 27 January 2020, the following 

countries and territories are entitled for tourist visa 

exemption scheme: Andorra, Australia, Austria, 

Bahrain, Belgium, Brunei, Canada, Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 

Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 

Japan, Kuwait, Latvia, Liechtenstein. Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Monaco, 

the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Peru, 

the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, San Marino, 

Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, South Africa, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, UAE, UK, 

USA, Vietnam.  

In addition, Thailand holds bilateral agreements on visa 

exemption with Brazil, Peru, Argentina and Chile 

which entitles the passport holders of these countries to 

stay in Thailand up to 90 days. 

Thailand Vaccine Passport Policy 

Tourism Authority of Thailand (“TAT”) and  Public 

Health Center are in the process of considering  

approval of a Vaccine Passport. They believe that 

Vaccine Passport could revive the devastated tourism 

sector in Thailand. Also, at this moment, Thailand is 

looking to the World Health Organization (“WHO”) to 
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announce  Vaccine Passport worldwide before 

Thailand makes decision on this matter. 

By having Vaccine Passport, TAT would allow foreign 

visitors to bypass quarantine of 14 days. A tourist is 

allowed to leave a  room after 3 days of self-isolation. 

It could lead to 5 million tourists arriving in Thailand 

within the year of 2021. Russians could be the first to 

visit Thailand with Vaccine Passport, as tour agents in 

Russia, provided that the demand is high enough to 

support regular a flight of between 300 and  400 

passengers. 

TAX 

 

Tax filing deadline extension 

To increase liquidity in economy, the Revenue 

Department decides to extend the deadline of tax filling 

as follows; 

• For filling of personal income tax return 

(P.N.D.90 and P.N.D.91), new deadline of tax 

filling online is 30 June 2021 in lieu of 31 

March 2021. 
 

o The cabinet also approved an 

exemption of personal income tax for 

2020 for those who received financial 

assistance from relief packages “Co-

payment Scheme”. 
 

• For filling of withholding tax return (P.N.D.1, 

P.N.D.2, P.N.D.3, P.N.D.53, and P.N.D.54), 

new deadline of tax filling is within June 2021 

in lieu of within February 2021. 
 

• For filling of value added tax return (P.P.30 

and P.P.36), new deadline of tax filling is 

within June 2021 in lieu of within February 

2021. 

It should be noted that the new tax filing deadline 

covers only for taxpayers who use electronic filing 

system to file tax return. 

 

 

Extension of reduction the withholding tax rate to 

the end of 2022  

 

On 12 January 2021, the Cabinet approved tax 

measures to promote the use of the Electronic 

Withholding Tax system (e-Withholding Tax) by 

reduce the e-Withholding Tax rate at the rate of 5% and 

3% to 2% for payment of assessable income through 

the e-Withholding Tax system. The measure is 

effective from 1 October 2020 to 31 December 2022 

with the purpose of encouraging the cash flow of 

entrepreneurs in the economic system.  

In addition, the Cabinet also approved another tax 

measure to promote investment in the e-Tax system 

which allows companies and juristic partnerships bring 

the capital expenditure, e-Withholding Tax system 

costs, e-Tax Invoice and e-Receipt system costs for 

double tax reduction as expenses from 1 January 2020 

to 31 December 2022. The purpose is to reduce tax 

payment of private sectors and the burden of 

preparation of documents. 

However, it is also promoting the digital economy and 

digitization of both public and private sectors and 

providing relief for impact of COVID-19 pandemic.  

Land and Building Tax  

The 90% reduction in land and building taxes and the 

reduced 0.01% fee for property transfers and mortgages 

is extended for the tax year of 2020.  

The cabinet approved a 90 percent tax deduction to the 

following properties: 

• Land or building for agricultural purpose; 

• Land or building for residential purpose; 

• Land or building for other kinds of use other 

than agricultural and residential purpose; and 

• Unused land or building. 

For example, in case that individual owning  unused 

land or building with the appraised value of Baht 10 

million normally paid s 0.3% of the value of land or 

building  or paid Bath 30,000 or 100%. With this Royal 

Decree, the individual will pay only 3,000 Baht or 10%. 
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Property transaction fee is reduced 

The cabinet also approved the deduction in property 

transaction fee to boost the real estate business in 

Thailand for lowering property (for residential 

purpose) transfer fees from 2.00 to 0.01% of the 

estimated property value. 

Cutting fee for mortgages registration from 1.0% to 

0.01% of the mortgage registration value for the 

property for residential purpose, if the value of the 

mortgage is not more than 3 million Baht. 

In addition, due to the new round of the COVID-19 

pandemic in Thailand together with at the moment, the 

Ministry of Finance is in the process of proposing the 

Draft of the Decree to reduce land and buildings tax in 

2021 in order to be in accordance with the current 

economic situation and to mitigate the impact on the 

people resulted from Covid-19.  

The Ministry of Interior extended the period for 

implementation of the Land and Building Tax Act 

B.E.2562 (A.D. 2019) for another 2 months (Only for 

the tax collection of the year 2021) 

Process 

1.  Announcement of the appraisal price of land and 

building, tax rate, tax amount, and other 

necessary details (from prior to 1 February 2021 

to prior to 1 April 2021) 

2.  Notification of tax assessment to Taxpayer 

(Within February 2021 to Within April 2021) 

3. Tax payment according to the tax assessment 

(from within April 2021 to within June 2021 

4.  Payment of the installments of the Land and 

Building Tax Taxpayer 

From  1st instalment: Within April 2021 

2nd installment Within May 2021  

3rd installment Within June 2021 

To  1st instalment: Within June 2021 

2nd installment: within July 2021  

3rd installment: within August 2021 

5.  Notification letter to the Taxpayer for the unpaid 

amount (from within May 2021 to within July 

2021) 

6.  Preparing the list of the unpaid amount of tax to 

the land office or the land branch office (from 

within June 2021 to within August 2021. 

Foreign e-Service companies liable for VAT 

On 10 February 2021, the e-Service Act or the Revenue 

Code (amendment no. 53) of Thailand has been 

approved by the Thailand’s Parliament and published 

in the government gazette.  

Starting on 1 September 2021, overseas business 

operators providing online services into  Thailand 

including  offering download services for movies, 

games and ads, e-Commerce businesses ( eBay, 

Alibaba and Amazon), multimedia and advertisement 

businesses ( Google, Facebook, TikTok and Line), 

digital content businesses ( Netflix, Iflix, Joox, and 

Spotify), software businesses ( Apple and Andriod), 

online structure businesses (Cloud), financial 

businesses (Paypal) and etc. will be required to register 

and subjected to 7% valued added tax (“VAT”) liability 

where its  annual income exceeds 1.8 million baht. 

Narcotics 

Ministerial Regulation re; Application for 

permission to produce, import or export the 

Narcotic in Category type 2 B.E.2563 (2020) 

(“Ministerial Regulation”) 

The Narcotic in Category type 2 is regarded as common 

drug under the Narcotic Act of Thailand B.E. 2522 

(1979) including coca, cocaine, morphine, medicinal 

opium or opium. 

The main objective of the Ministerial Regulation is that 

the previous ministerial regulation is no longer 

appropriate to the present situation and rules and 

conditions of the previous ministerial regulation must 

be amended for the benefit of law enforcement 

Any person,  who would like to produce, import or 

export this kind of the Narcotic, is obliged to  apply  for 

the permission to do so for any of the purposes as 

follows; 
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1. For use in medical profession within a country; 

2. For analysis or medical or scientific research; 

3. For protection and prevention of any offense 

arisen from the Narcotic; and 

4. For the compliance with the resolution of the 

United Nation Commission on Narcotic Drugs in 

case where the patients ,during international 

travel, carry in or out the Kingdom of the 

Narcotic type 2 with the purpose of the personal 

treatment of not more than 90 days.  

License for hemp production, import, export, and 

distribution is now available in Thailand 

On January 29, 2021, Thailand started processing 

applications for licenses under the requirements set out 

by Ministerial Regulation Re: Application and License 

for Production, Importation, Exportation, Selling, or 

Possession of Hemp or the “Notification”, published in 

the Royal Thai Gazette on December 30, 2020.  

According to the Notification, application for license 

for the use of hemp is available to a Thai individual 

person who is at least 20-year-old and has a residence 

in Thailand or a juristic person which is registered 

under laws of Thailand and has at least two-thirds of 

the directors, partners, or shareholders holding Thai 

nationality. 

According to the Notification, a license involving hemp 

activities shall be issued only for the following 

purposes;   

• For the benefits or objectives of the government 

or a state agency; 

• For the utilization of fibers according to 

traditions, cultures, or way of life and it shall be 

used only in household. In this case, the 

cultivation area is limited to 1,600 square meters 

per household; 

• To be used for benefit in commercial or 

industrial; 

• To conduct the activities of analysis, research or 

improvement of hemp strains; or 

• To produce the certified hemp seeds. 

To acquire the license for any hemp activity, the 

applicant shall lodge the application based on the 

location of hemp business operation. For the hemp 

business operation located in Bangkok, the application 

shall be lodged at the office of the Food and Drug 

Administration or with the nearest Provincial Public 

Health Office in case that the hemp business operation 

is located outside of Bangkok. 

Last but not least, a licensee of importation and 

exportation of hemp is required to obtain a license for 

each time of importing or exporting 

Thailand formalizes regulations for the use of hemp 

in cosmetics 

Over 2020, Thailand reformed several regulations 

relating to cannabis and hemp activities including 

approved of the use of cannabis for medical uses and 

research purposes.  

On January 11, 2021, the Ministry of Public Health of 

Thailand or the MOPH announced the Ministerial 

Notification Re: Use of Hemp in Cosmetics B.E. 2564 

(A.D. 2011) or the Notification, which allows the use 

of hemp and hemp-derived products for cosmetic 

products under the condition that such products must 

contain less than 0.2% of THC by weight or the amount 

as specified in the table attached to the Notification.  

For the registration process of cosmetic products that 

contain hemp seed oil or hemp seed extract, the  Food 

and Drug Administration of Thailand (“FDA”) requires 

an  applicant to submit an application and attach 

supporting documents including a certificate of 

analysis, safety data sheet, and label for the agency’s 

evaluation etc. In addition,  the amount of hemp seed 

extract or hemp seed oil used in cosmetics products 

shall be accurately declared in the application for 

product registration and such product shall not bear 

reference to any prohibited narcotic substance. The 

name of cosmetic product is also restricted to contain 

any references to any prohibited narcotic substances. 

According to the Notification, importing of hemp seed 

oil or hemp seed extract including any cosmetic 

containing those substances into Thailand is restricted.  
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Employment 
 

According to Ministerial Regulation on the 

determination of the Rates of Contribution in relation 

to the Social Security Fund  (No.2) B.E. 2564, it 

provided that from 1 February 2021 to 31 March 2021, 

the Rates of Contribution will be in accordance with 

Annex Kor. 

Then from 1 April 2021 onwards, the Rates of 

Contribution will be set at 5 percent of wage of insured 

person. 

Rates of Contribution (Annex Kor.) 

Contributors  Rates of 

Contribution in 

percentage of 

wage of insured 

person 

1. Contribution for payment 

of injury or sickness 

benefits, invalidity 

benefits, death benefits or 

maternity benefits 

1. Government 

2. Employer 

3. Insured Person 

2. Contribution for payment 

of child benefits and old-

age benefits 

1. Government 

2. Employer 

3. Insured Person 

3. Contribution for payment 

of unemployment benefit 

1. Government 

2. Employer 

3. Insured Person 

 

 

 

 

 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

 

 

 

2.3 

2.7 

0.2 

 

 

0.25 

0.1 

0.1 

Note: the payment of Contribution can  be paid through 

the e-Payment system or bank counters including 

Krungthai Bank, Krungsri Bank and Thanachart Bank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you have any question, please do not hesitate to 

contact us via picharn@bgloballaw.com 

 


