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Thailand’s OECD Accession Ambition: Implications for
Legal Reform, Governance and Regulatory Modernisation

Thailand’s target of joining the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) by 2028 represents more than a foreign policy milestone; it signals a potentially
significant programme of legal, regulatory, and institutional reform across multiple areas of the
Thai governance framework. The government’s establishment of a national steering committee
to oversee accession underscores the strategic importance being attached to the process.

OECD membership is not merely symbolic. The accession process requires candidate countries
to undergo detailed technical assessments evaluating the compatibility of domestic laws,
policies, and institutional practices with OECD standards. For Thailand, this could translate into
a broad review of frameworks governing investment, corporate governance, competition,
taxation, public sector administration, environmental policy, innovation, anti-corruption
measures, and regulatory governance.

From a Thai legal perspective, the initiative may act as a catalyst for accelerated legal
modernisation and policy harmonisation with international best practices. The accession process
typically involves identifying legislative gaps, strengthening institutional effectiveness, and
enhancing transparency, accountability, and regulatory predictability. As Thailand progresses
through technical assessments, policymakers may face increasing pressure to align domestic
legal standards with internationally recognised governance benchmarks.

The move may also carry important implications for Thailand’s investment environment. OECD
accession is often associated with stronger regulatory credibility, improved policy certainty, and
enhanced investor confidence. For businesses, this could eventually influence areas such as
foreign investment policy, corporate compliance expectations, ESG-related regulation,
competition law enforcement, public procurement governance, and dispute resolution
frameworks.

At the same time, accession is likely to be legally and administratively demanding. Achieving
alignment with OECD standards may require cross-agency coordination, legislative
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amendments, institutional reforms, and sustained policy commitment across sectors with varying
levels of regulatory maturity.

Ultimately, Thailand’s OECD ambition reflects a broader policy direction toward deeper
integration with international economic and governance standards. If successfully pursued,
accession could become a major driver of legal and regulatory transformation, reshaping
Thailand’s business environment and strengthening the country’s long-term competitiveness
within the global economy.
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