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Thailand’s Orbital Slot Challenge: Satellite Delays 

Raise Regulatory and Spectrum Rights Questions 

 

Thailand’s effort to secure an extension from the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

for suspension of frequency usage at the 119.5° East orbital slot highlights the growing legal and 

strategic importance of satellite regulation, spectrum governance, and space infrastructure 

continuity. The issue arises from delays in deploying a replacement satellite for Thaicom 4, 

creating concerns that Thailand could face risks to its associated spectrum rights if regulatory 

timelines are not met. 

The matter extends beyond a routine licensing issue. Orbital slots and related spectrum rights 

are scarce international resources governed under complex technical and regulatory frameworks. 

Failure to maintain operational use or comply with deployment conditions may affect not only 

commercial satellite operations but also a country’s long-term strategic position in global 

telecommunications infrastructure. 

From a Thai legal perspective, the case raises important questions regarding the interaction 

between domestic licensing obligations, international telecommunications regulation, 

contractual risk allocation, and administrative enforcement. A key issue under discussion is 

whether production failures encountered by the satellite manufacturer constitute force majeure 

under Thai law and applicable international regulatory standards. The distinction is significant, 

as manufacturing disruptions may be interpreted either as unforeseen circumstances beyond 

operational control or as commercial risks falling within contractual responsibility. 

The dispute also highlights broader regulatory issues relating to licence compliance and 

enforcement. Under the existing orbital slot licence conditions, replacement satellites must be 

deployed within prescribed timelines supported by financial guarantees. As regulators consider 

possible extensions, questions concerning forfeiture of guarantees, enforcement discretion, and 

continuity obligations for government and commercial users may become increasingly 

important. 
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For satellite operators, telecommunications providers, and government stakeholders, the 

development underscores the growing complexity of managing cross-border infrastructure 

projects dependent on international manufacturing chains, specialised suppliers, and multi-

layered regulatory approvals. The reported legal proceedings concerning protection of launch 

guarantees further illustrate how commercial disputes in advanced technology sectors can 

quickly evolve into regulatory and administrative law challenges. 

Ultimately, the case reflects a broader reality for Thailand’s digital and telecommunications 

ecosystem: maintaining national competitiveness in satellite communications requires not only 

technological capability, but also robust regulatory coordination, contractual resilience, and 

effective alignment between domestic licensing frameworks and international spectrum 

governance rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you have any question, please do not hesitate 

to contact us via info@bgloballaw.com 

 




