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 Bangkok Global Law 

 

Thailand and the United Kingdom Strengthen Trade 

Cooperation Amid OECD Accession Push 

 

Thailand and the United Kingdom have reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening bilateral 

trade and economic cooperation, as Thailand continues to advance its long-term objective of 

joining the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). The 

discussions, held between Thailand’s Commerce Minister and the British Ambassador to 

Thailand, reflect a broader policy direction aimed at enhancing international economic 

integration and reinforcing Thailand’s position as a regional trade and investment hub in a period 

of global economic uncertainty. 

The Thailand–UK Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) continues to serve as a key 

institutional mechanism for facilitating bilateral cooperation across multiple strategic sectors. 

These include automotive manufacturing, agriculture, food and beverages, healthcare, 

education, and customs administration. The framework is designed to support both trade 

expansion and regulatory coordination, while providing a structured platform for addressing 

market access issues and promoting investment flows between the two jurisdictions. 

Recent trade data indicates continued growth in bilateral economic activity. Over the past five 

years, trade between Thailand and the United Kingdom has increased by approximately 24%, 

rising from around USD 5.5 billion to USD 6.8 billion. In 2025, total trade reached 

approximately USD 6.84 billion, representing a year-on-year increase of 2.75%. Thailand 

maintained a trade surplus, exporting goods valued at USD 4.43 billion to the United Kingdom, 

while importing USD 2.41 billion. Key Thai exports include processed chicken, gems and 

jewellery, machinery and automotive products, while imports from the United Kingdom are 

dominated by machinery, integrated circuits, scientific and medical equipment, pharmaceuticals, 

and beverages. 

Alongside trade expansion, Thailand has reiterated its commitment to OECD accession, which 

is increasingly viewed as a central pillar of its economic reform strategy. Thai authorities have 

highlighted ongoing reforms in areas such as human capital development, innovation, digital 

infrastructure, and green technology as part of efforts to align domestic regulatory and economic 
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frameworks with OECD standards. These reforms are complemented by targeted foreign direct 

investment (FDI) policies and supply chain development initiatives, which aim to transition 

Thailand further into a high-value manufacturing and services-based economy. 

From a policy perspective, the strengthening of Thailand–UK economic relations is closely 

linked to Thailand’s broader ambition to enhance its global competitiveness through regulatory 

modernisation and international alignment. Increased engagement with OECD member states is 

expected to support Thailand’s reform agenda by encouraging greater transparency, regulatory 

predictability, and adherence to international economic governance standards. 

From a broader legal and commercial standpoint, the development signals continued momentum 

in Thailand’s integration into global trade and regulatory networks. For businesses operating 

across both jurisdictions, enhanced bilateral cooperation may translate into improved market 

access, more structured regulatory dialogue, and potential facilitation of customs and trade 

procedures. As Thailand progresses toward OECD membership, further alignment with 

international trade and investment norms is likely to influence both domestic regulatory reform 

and cross-border commercial opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should you have any question, please do not hesitate 

to contact us via info@bgloballaw.com 

 


