Bangkok Global Law

540, Unit 1705, 17t Floor, Mercury Tower,Ploenchit Road,
Lumpini, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330 Thailand

Tel: +(66) 2 2525895-6 Fax: +(66) 2 2525897

Website: www.bgloballaw.com

E-mail: info@bgloballaw.com

e
Legal Insight Vol. July 2026

Cabinet Approves Stricter Deportation Framework for
Foreign Nationals

The Cabinet’s approval of amendments concerning the deportation of foreign nationals represents a
significant development in Thailand’s immigration enforcement framework. The proposed changes
seek to strengthen the authorities’ ability to deport foreigners who violate Thai law or immigration
requirements, reflecting the Government’s broader policy of tightening oversight of foreign
nationals residing in Thailand. The reform is particularly relevant as Thailand continues to attract
long-term residents, tourists, investors and foreign workers, making clear and effective immigration
enforcement increasingly important.

From a legal perspective, the proposed amendments would provide authorities with greater
flexibility in dealing with foreign nationals who become subject to deportation. Thailand’s existing
immigration framework already empowers authorities to remove foreigners in various
circumstances, including where their presence is considered contrary to public order or national
security, or where they have violated immigration requirements. The proposed changes may
therefore strengthen the procedural and enforcement mechanisms available to the authorities, while
also potentially clarifying the circumstances in which deportation may be pursued.

The development also highlights the importance for foreign nationals and businesses employing
foreigners to maintain strict compliance with immigration and related legal requirements. Visa
status, permitted activities, work authorisation and reporting obligations should be carefully
monitored, as immigration violations can have consequences extending beyond fines or
administrative penalties. In more serious cases, violations may affect a foreign national’s ability to
remain in Thailand or obtain future immigration permission. Employers should similarly ensure that
foreign employees hold the appropriate status and work authorisation for their activities.

Ultimately, the Cabinet’s approval signals a continued shift toward more active immigration
enforcement in Thailand. While stronger deportation powers may support public order and improve
the effectiveness of immigration administration, their implementation should be balanced with clear
procedures and appropriate legal safeguards for affected individuals. As the amendments progress
through the legislative process, foreign residents, investors and businesses should closely monitor
the final provisions, particularly any changes concerning grounds for deportation, procedural
protections and the potential impact on future entry or residence in Thailand.
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