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Thailand Moves to Close Loopholes in Alcohol Sales Regulations

Thailand’s Alcohol Control Committee is reviewing the existing alcohol control framework to
address regulatory loopholes, particularly those involving self-service alcohol dispensers. The
proposed changes aim to strengthen controls over alcohol sales and consumption while
clarifying the obligations of businesses operating venues where alcohol is served.

The proposed amendments would expand the scope of restrictions applicable to self-service
alcohol dispensers, which have raised concerns regarding compliance with existing alcohol
control requirements. The government is considering clearer rules to ensure that businesses
cannot use alternative sales or service models to circumvent restrictions applicable to
conventional alcohol sales.

The review is part of the government's broader efforts to strengthen enforcement of Thailand’s
alcohol control laws. Businesses involved in restaurants, hotels, entertainment venues and other
establishments selling or serving alcoholic beverages should therefore pay particular attention
to whether their operating models, sales processes and equipment comply with the revised
requirements once implemented.

The proposed changes may also increase compliance responsibilities for business operators,
particularly those using automated or self-service systems. Operators should review their current
alcohol sales practices and assess whether their business models could fall within the expanded
regulatory scope.

The government’s approach reflects a broader policy objective of closing gaps in the existing
regulatory framework rather than creating entirely new restrictions on alcohol businesses. The
final scope and requirements will depend on the outcome of the regulatory review and any
amendments ultimately adopted.

Businesses engaged in the sale or service of alcoholic beverages should monitor the development
closely and review their existing operations to identify potential compliance risks, particularly
where self-service or automated alcohol dispensing systems are used.
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